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The following appeared in a memo to the human resources manager at Baobob Inc., a

large architectural firm.

"Several well-known, retired architects were interviewed in Architecture Today about changes in the field. Only one had earned a college degree in architecture. All others had come into the field at an early age by serving apprenticeships that required them to work under the direct supervision of an experienced architect. Several of the colleges that we recruit from report that many promising architecture students leave school early in their undergraduate career. Therefore, because finding talented architecture graduates is becoming more difficult, Baobob Inc. should start an aggressive apprenticeship program and hire students who express an interest in architecture directly out of high school rather than wait for them to get out of college."

The human resources manager of Baobob Inc. states that architects that worked under the direct supervision of an experienced architect at their early stages became more succesful than the others that graduated from a college. In addition, suggests to his company to start an aggressive apprenticeship program and hire students that graduated from the high school than hire more college graduates. This statement is very simplistic and underestimates the architechts that earned a degree from a college.

First of all, we do not know if the group of the retired architects that was interviewed was representative for all the well-known architects. Maybe for exaple some other architects who earned a degree did not accept to participate in the interview. But if we believe that those who interviewed were a representative sample of well-known architects there are still many subjective conclusions in this article.

For example the retired architects may had not the financial ability to attend a college. 30 or 40 years ago it was more frequent for a man to go to work after finishing high school than attending a college. So most of the today's retired architects both well-known and unknown, probably have not attend an architect's college. Or maybe these colleges were not organised appropriately at these previous years and the apprenticeship with the good architects of that age offer them more skills.

In addition, the statement that many promising students leave school early in their undergraduate career doesn't imply that the students who remain in these school are the not promising ones. Furthermore, we do not know for sure if the students who abort architect school do it because the colleges provide bad services to them, but they could have other problems such as economical problems or a better job offer while they are undergraduate. Moreover, maybe the schools that the company recruits from are not the best and the students leave them to find something better in the marketplace.

Finally, I disagree with the conclusion that the company should hire students directly after high school because the financial cost may be much greater if the company wants to teach them. In addition, the company will not know if the students who will hire are talented students because the majority will not have any previous enrolment with this field in the high school.
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The following is a letter to the editor of the Glenville Gazette, a local newspaper.
"Over the past few years, the number of people who have purchased advance tickets for the Glenville Summer Concert series has declined, indicating lack of community support. Although the weather has been unpredictable in the past few years, this cannot be the reason for the decline in advance ticket purchases, because many people attended the concerts even in bad weather. Clearly, then, the reason for the decline is the choice of music, so the organizers of the concert should feature more modern music in the future and should be sure to include music composed by Richerts, whose recordings Glenville residents purchase more often than any other contemporary recordings. This strategy will undoubtedly increase advance ticket purchases and will increase attendance at the concerts."

The author of the above letter indicates that the Glenville Summer Concert has lost its reputation and its attendance because there have been many wrong choices in the organization of the concert. He considers that the reason of that decline is not the unpredictable weather but some wrong choices from the organizers such as the kind of the music. Moreover he suggests that by changing the kind of the music to be more modern and by inviting music by Richerts the concert will regain its fans. This statement is very simplistic and lacks of well reasoning.

First of all, we cannot say for sure that the bad weather is not a reason for the decline of the sales of the advance tickets. Many people may be worrying about the weather at the days of the concert and do not purchase tickets before the start of the concert. Maybe the past few years the people bought the tickets in advance and when they realised that the weather was bad in the days of the concert they didn’t have other choice than go to the concert, because they had already paid for the tickets. It is not sure if the attendees were satisfied from the concert the past years although the weather was bad.

Furthermore, the author believes that by making changes in the music choices and modernise the concert, there will be an increase to the tickets that are sold for this series of concerts. This opinion can not be considered a sure solution because the fans of the concert may demand more than that such as dance or theatrical shows in order to reconsider their view about that concert. Maybe the modernisation of the music is not enough to bring back the people because today’s concerts are very competitive and the attendees demand more than just good music.

The author supposes that if the concert includes more music composed by Richerts then there will be an increase in the attendance of the concert by domestic people. This is not necessarily a good proposal because a good concert has to attract fans from all over the country and not only a small place such as Glenville in order to be considered successful. We do not know for sure if Richerts composing is the favourite composing of people outside Glenville.

Finally, the author does not says if the price of the tickets has increased through the years. Maybe one of the reasons for the decline of the purchases is that the current prices are unaffordable for the people. From all the above we conclude that the suggestions of the author can not be a sure way to improve the concert’s attendance.
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The following appeared in a memo to the human resources manager at Baobob Inc., a

large architectural firm.

"Several well-known, retired architects were interviewed in Architecture Today about changes in the field. Only one had earned a college degree in architecture. All others had come into the field at an early age by serving apprenticeships that required them to work under the direct supervision of an experienced architect. Several of the colleges that we recruit from report that many promising architecture students leave school early in their undergraduate career. Therefore, because finding talented architecture graduates is becoming more difficult, Baobob Inc. should start an aggressive apprenticeship program and hire students who express an interest in architecture directly out of high school rather than wait for them to get out of college."


The human resources manager of Baobob Inc. states that architects that worked under the direct supervision of an experienced architect at their early stage became more successful than others that graduated from a college. In addition, he suggests to his company to start an aggressive apprenticeship program and hire students that graduated from high school than hire more college graduates. This statement is very narrow minded and underestimates the importance of hiring architects that earned a degree from a college.


At first, we do not know if the group of the retires architects that was interviewed was representative of all well-known architects. There is a possibility for example some other architects who earned a degree did not accept to participate in the interview. But even if we accept that those who interviewed were a representative sample, there are still many subjective conclusions in this article.


For example the retired architects might not have the financial ability to attend a college even if they wanted to. Thirty or forty years ago did not exist the conditions for a person to go to college after finishing high school. That was difficult financially and was considered more realistic for a person to work in order to survive than study in a college. In addition, it is possible enough that at this age the colleges were not organized well, and an apprenticeship with an experienced architect would offer more knowledge to this field.


Moreover, the statement that many promising students leave school early in their undergraduate career does not imply that students who remain in the colleges are not the promising ones. We do not know for sure if students who leave architect school do it because colleges provide bad services to them, but they could have other problems such as economical problems or a better job offer while undergraduates. Furthermore, maybe the schools that the company recruits from are not the best ones and students leave them because find something better in the marketplace.


Finally, I disagree with the conclusion that the company should hire students directly after high school because the financial cost might be much greater if the company pays for their training. In addition, the company cannot know whether the students hired are the talented ones because almost all of them do not have any prior involvement while at high school.
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“Scientists studying historical weather patterns have discovered that in the mid-sixth century, Earth suddenly became significantly cooler. Although few historical records survive from that time, some accounts found both in Asia and Europe mention a dimming of the sun and extremely cold temperatures. Either a huge volcanic eruption or a large meteorite colliding with Earth could have created a large dust cloud throughout Earth's atmosphere that would have been capable of blocking enough sunlight to lower global temperatures significantly. A large meteorite collision, however, would probably create a sudden bright flash of light, and no extant historical records of the time mention such a flash. Some surviving Asian historical records of the time, however, mention a loud boom that would be consistent with a volcanic eruption. Therefore, the cooling was probably caused by a volcanic eruption.”


The author of this article describes a historical change of weather a long time ago and tries to explain that this phenomenon caused by a meteorite colliding with earth or a huge volcanic eruption. At the end, concludes that for some reasons the most probable reason which caused this cold weather is a volcanic eruption. Although, the author’s view contains some interesting topics the conclusion that this cooling caused by a volcano is narrow minded and is not supported by strong arguments.


At first, we cannot be sure that there are only two possibilities that could have lowered the earth’s temperature. There could be another reason for example, such as a layer of dust in the universe between earth and sun that captured most of the solar energy. In addition, the earth could have received another type of electromagnetic radiation from another star or a galaxy. In addition, an strong earthquake could have been caused a boom and the raise of the dust in the atmosphere. But even if we considered that the most probable reasons are a volcanic eruption or a collision between the earth and a meteorite, we may still be unsure about which is the most probable reason for that.


As the article says, meteorites often create a sudden bright flash of light and something like that in not mentioned in the old books. But the only old books that have remained are from Europe and Asia, so if for example the meteorite collision with earth were in Africa, or another continent, the lighting should be visible only in a small fraction of earth’s surface. In addition, if a meteorite had been fallen in another continent should have destroyed the civilization around this area, so no historical records must have remained.


Furthermore, a loud boom is mentioned in some Asian texts as a possible volcanic eruption. The fact is, that when large volcanoes erode often there mentioned many different explosions and not just one main explosion. So, if the boom was heard just for one time, this does not implies for sure that a volcano eroded. Moreover, it is a bit unusual for a volcano eruption to change all the earth’s temperatures. But even if we accept that the boom was more likely a sound of a volcano, then why people of that age did not see the lava of the volcano, or why it is not mentioned the origin of the volcano?

Finally, this article does not mention any further reasons or facts from the old manuscripts that would drive us to the conclusion that a volcano eroded in this age. A more thorough analysis should be provided with more details of the findings and more scientific explanations should be given in order to support with a great certainty that the earth’s cooling of that age caused by a volcano and not from a collision of a meteorite. 
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The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a Batavia newspaper.

"The department of agriculture in Batavia reports that the number of dairy farms throughout the country is now 25 percent greater than it was 10 years ago. During this same time period, however, the price of milk at the local Excello Food Market has increased from $1.50 to over $3.00 per gallon. To prevent farmers from continuing to receive excessive profits on an apparently increased supply of milk, the Batavia government should begin to regulate retail milk prices. Such regulation is necessary to ensure both lower prices and an adequate supply of milk for consumers."

This argument supports that the increase of the farms in Batavia that although it brought more competitors in that field, the price of the milk rose very much. The author suggests that the government should protect the citizens of Batavia and put some regulation on the prices of the milk and restrict the huge profits of the farms. Although this article contains some important thought, its reasoning its very simplistic and the author cannot be considered open minded.


First of all, the increase of the price of the milk is not necessarily connected to the wills of the farmers to earn excessive profits. The main reason for this lift of the price could be the high inflation rate of the local economy through the 10 years period. Moreover, this big price could be a result of a temporary economic, or to high taxes from the government. In addition, the farms might have hired more employees for the process of milk production and pay them a lot of money. By reducing the current price of the milk, maybe the farms will have to fire an important portion of their personnel and this will be very disastrous for the local economy.


Furthermore, the author mentions that in Excello Food Market the price is high. But how can we be sure that in other markets also the price of milk is high too? For example, if this market is the central market of Batavia, then the owners of the stores will have to pay mush money to rent their stores and sell expensive other products also. We cannot be sure if the real reason for the increase of the milk's price are the farmers or the store owners. 


Additionally, a regulation of the milk's price could have negative impact to the dairy farms incomes and though force some of them to close or bankrupt. Moreover, some of the farms in order to survive will lower the quality of the milk that they produce and this could be a serious threat for the consumers health. The regulations of the price of milk could raise the prices of other milk-related products such as cheese or butter, because farms will not want to loose their profits.


In conclusion, a better approach to solve this problem it could be to lower the production taxes or start a dialogue with the farmers and the shop owners to see this can provide alternative solutions to them than regulate the price of the milk. Consumers also could stop buying expensive milk and start buying cheaper milk that is produced from other areas. In that way the dairy farmers will be forced to reduce their prices too to stay up with the competition.
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"ΤέλοςφόρμαςΑρχήφόρμαςMilk and dairy products are rich in vitamin D and calcium, substances essential for building and maintaining bones. Many people therefore believe that a diet rich in dairy products can help prevent osteoporosis, a disease in which the bones weaken significantly with age and that is linked to both environmental and genetic factors. But a long-term study of a large number of people has found that those who have consistently consumed dairy products throughout the years of the study have a higher rate of bone fractures than any other participants in the study. Since bone fractures are a symptom of osteoporosis, this study result shows that a diet rich in dairy products may actually increase, rather than decrease, the risk of osteoporosis."


This argument describes a problem of bones of the human body that is called osteoporosis and presents the findings of a research about the rates of osteoporosis in people who consume dairy products and to those who do not. Although with the first sight the argument seems that contain well reasoning, the final outcome could be considered that is opposed to the common sense.


Firstly, the argument does not mention the genetic characteristics of the people that consumed dairy products and suffered from osteoporosis. Maybe the most important factor that causes this disease is the genetic disorders of a person. In that way, someone who knows that his relatives had developed osteoporosis in the past should have developed some fears about this disease and consums more dairy products in order to prevent this happen.


Moreover, the people who consum more milk could possibly be athletes or blue-collar workers and have much more possibilities to fracture some of their bones. This might or might not neccessarily be a symptom of osteoporosis but just the outcome of hard physical work. Another problem with the presentation of the results of the research in this article is that the author does not say anything about the different ages of the people that took part in this research. For example, older people tend to drink more milk than middle-aged people, although they tend to suffer more from osteoporosis than middle-aged do. Furthermore, the author states that the people who consumed more dairy prosucts through the year of the study tended to have the most serious problems but does not mention what has happened in previous yearsof the life of that people.


At the end, the conclusion that a diet with fewer milk may would reduce the possibilities of osteoporosis is totally misleading because so serious remarks cannot be based only on a specific research. There is always a possibility for a statistical mistake on the conclusion of the research and te author should consider more experimental results in order to recommend a proposal that seems completely irrational.

342 words

Manolis Pontikakis
ARGUMENT TOPIC

“ΤέλοςφόρμαςΑρχήφόρμαςThirteen years ago, researchers studied a group of 25 infants who showed signs of mild distress when exposed to unfamiliar stimuli such as an unusual odor or a tape recording of an unknown voice. They discovered that these infants were more likely than other infants to have been conceived in early autumn, a time when their mothers' production of melatonin—a hormone known to affect some brain functions—would naturally increase in response to decreased daylight. In a follow-up study conducted earlier this year, more than half of these children—now teenagers—who had shown signs of distress identified themselves as shy. Clearly, increased levels of melatonin before birth cause shyness during infancy and this shyness continues into later life”.

This argument tries to analyse one of the possible reasons that people behave shy during their infancy and their later life. The author states that a hormone that is called melatonin is responsible for some brain disorders that cause shyness because a recent study has given evidence for this. Although the article contains some reasonable thinking, its overall not well reasoned and lacks scientific analysis.


At first, the author says that only 25 babies were exemined in this specific research. This number is not enough to conduct behavioral experiments or to prove that what holds in this small group of persons is a general acceptable approach. Moreover, the infants do not always behave in a logical manner when the listen or see some things and the fact of mild distress in this case cannot be considered necessarily as a shy behavior.


Furthermore, the author of this article seems to be sure that the melatonin is the only responsible factor that creates shyness in a person. But, how can we be sure that other hormones or genetic factors do not affect the brain function of a human being? For example, the parents of the persons that are shy could be shy too and ther children could just copy this behavior from them. Moreover, it is not mentioned if the teenagers with shy behavior had strict parents or received much pressure from their family.


In addition, at the end of the article is stated that more than half of the babies remained shy after all this years. We are not informed about the portion of the babies that were not shy and became shy teenagers in order to make safe comparisons. In that way, we cannot argue for sure that the shyness is a characteristic that continues to exist in that persons because the portion of fifty percent is not enough to prove that. Furthermore, we cannot trust safely the teenagers that identified themselves as shy persons because their opinions could be immature.


In conclusion, we have to argue that saying that the melatonin can create shy persons is completely irrational and some psychological study should be conducted also. The author does not necessarily trust only one research but to examine other scientific results also in order to safely conclude about the shyness as a characteristic of a person.
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The following appeared in a memo from the president of Bower Builders, a company that constructs new homes.

"A nationwide survey reveals that the two most desired home features are a bathroom with a whirlpool tub and a large kitchen. Homes in a nearby development built by our competitor, Domus Construction, have whirlpool tubs and have sold much faster and at significantly higher prices than the average. To increase our sales and profits, we should include whirlpool tubs and larger kitchens as standard features in all our new homes. Since our recent buyers have voiced no complaints about small yards, we can also increase profits by decreasing the size of our yards."

The president of Bower Builders tries to find ways to increase the profits of his company by presenting the results of a recent survey to his partners. He states that if his company includes in new homes whirlpool tubs and large kitchens the sales of the houses will be increased. In my opinion, this article lacks of well-reasoning and the ideas that are provided in order to increase the profits are oversimplistic.


First of all, the competitor Domus Construction that builds new houses at a nearby development may provide better quality to its customers in overall, except from building large kitchens and whirlpool tubs. In addition, the competitor may have used better marketing strategies in order to sell the houses faster and more expensive. Another possible fact is that the high price is a result of a much better quality that the competitor may have as standard. So, we cannot be absolutely sure that the only factor that causes the high sales for the competitor is the two popular characteristics of a home.


Furthermore, the area that the Domus Construction builds the new houses may has much more advantages than the area which Bower Builders build houses. For example, if one of the areas has better view and more green around then the customers will be very interesting about these two characteristics and will not care much if a house has a large kitchen or not. In addition, although the nationwide survey states that people would love to have a large kitchen or a whirlpool tub in their homes it does not states clearly that they would also pay a bigger amount of money in order to buy this kind of homes. So, maybe the buyers of houses that Domus Construction builds are rich people and in general is not easy to find many of them or to increase the sales only from rich customers.


Moreover, the cost of constructing larger kitchens and whirlpool tubs may decrease the total profit at the end because the rest of the house should have also high quality in order to be attractive to a new customer. In addition, the point that by reducing the size of the yards the company will increaase its profits is completely wrong. This is because we do not know if the buyers that the article says that do not have complained bought a house inside a city or in the countryside. For example, reducing the yard in a countryside house may dissapoint a possible customer and though the company will have to decrease its price in order to find a buyer and in that way the company will loose profits.


Finally, we should emphasize that the president of the company is very narrow-minded in providing the right solutions to increase the profits of his company. There could be also some other ways to increase the sales such as better marketing, advertising or to improve the quality of the houses.
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The following appeared as a letter to the editor of a local Solano newspaper.

"The Solano school district should do away with its music education programs. After all, music programs are not especially popular in our schools: only 20 percent of our high school students participated in music programs last year. Furthermore, very few of the Solano district's college-bound students are interested in majoring in music at the university level. Also, when the school district of our neighboring town of Rutherford eliminated its music programs two years ago, the overall grade point average in the high school increased by 10 percent the next year. Surely the money spent on Solano music programs could be better used to improve the quality of traditional academic courses."


The author of this article supports that the solano school music programes should be deleted from the school. The proposal that the article mades is against common sense and it is based in wrong arguments and therefore should be considered misleading.


First of all, the author says that only the 20 percent of the students participated in music programs last year and argues that this is a small fraction of the students. But, maybe in other schools that have also music education programs the percentage could be the same. So, it is not presented a comparison with other schools statistics in order to draw a confident conclusion if this percentage is small or not. Moreover, it mention only the attendance of the previous year and does not says anything about what was happening with the attendance percentage in the previous years. In that way, it is wrong to assume that this small percentage represents the will of the students about the musical education.


Furthermore, music in education creates diverse personalities and open-minded students. If a school attempts to keep away its students from the music, then it is possible that they will start to behave more badly or loose their ability to think creatively. In addition to that, maybe some students leave the school and the result of this could be a financial and reputation degradation of the school. Moreover, the fact that a small portion of the students continues music studies in the university level could be considered as a usual fact among the society and it is not something that the school should be take in consideration in order to stop or continue its musical education.


The author mentions another school that stopped its musical department and the result was the raise of the students GPA. But, it does not states clearly if the school took other meters too such as hiring better teachers or raising the quality of the remaining lessons in order to do that. In that way, it is not necessarily directly connected the students GPA with the schools decision to stop music education.


Finally, we should comment that schools should be spending their money not only to create students with good quantitative or linguistic qualifications, but to spend also some money for improving the artistic sense of each student. The proposals which eliminate the chances of a student to advance its knowledge in culture and music should be considered in the wrong direction.
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The following appeared in a newsletter from a national astronomy association.

"Various sources are predicting higher-than-average temperatures across the country next winter, including in Sun City, the traditional location of our yearly winter conference. Higher winter temperatures are sure to result in higher-than-usual tourism in Sun City, a location already known for its attractive beaches and good weather. Hotels will have fewer rooms available, transportation will be more difficult to reserve, and public places such as parks and restaurants will be more crowded. These conditions are likely to significantly reduce attendance at the conference. We should therefore move our conference to a city less popular with winter tourists."


This article predicts that the possible increase of temperatures during next winter will probably reduce the attendace of an astronomy conference. The author suggests that for many reasons this conference should be reallocated in another city in order to be succesful. The passage lacks of well-reasoning and the author's opinion should be considered oversimplistic.


First of all, the article is written some months before the conference and the weather prediction for the next months could be wrong. Although we agree that the winter will be hotter we cannot predict with high precision if the days of the conference will be hot too. So, we nobody can say with certainty that in that days there will be a lot of tourists in the Sun City. In addition, the article describes that Sun City is known from its attractive beaches but it is difficult to believe that this happens all the year and especially during winter the tourists should less than in the summer. In that way, the most possible fact is that the tourism will be not increased very much and the Sun City will not be overcrowded, so there is not need for concern if the conditions of the city will be difficult for a conference to be organised.


Furthermore, in most of the conferences, people plan to attend them many months before and book the hotels early. So, the attendees of the conference will already have booked the hotels and there will be no problem in that. Moreover, the attendees of a conference ussualy do not care to go to see public places or other sightseeings because the are devoted to the topics and the seminars of the conference. In addition, if the conference will be organised in a place such as Sun City with a lot of tourism, much more people will be informed about the conferences in astronomy and in that way the conference will be popular to many people.


Moreover, the author does not describe precisely some other candidate cities that maybe have better circumstances to organise this conference. For example, if a winter conference is done in a city without warm temperatures then some of the attendees will regret to go because of the bad weather. In addition, astronomy conferences most of the times need clear weather because the telescopes of the attendees will clearly watch the sky during the night without clouds or raining. So from that perspective, Sun City is a good candidate to organise that conference.


Finally, in my opinion there is no need to cancel the conference because there are not seriuous reasons that are presented in the article in order to do so. It would be better if the organisers of the conference advertise their conference more to the tourists of the Sun City and increase attendance.
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